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THE TREASON OF BENEDICT ARNOLD, AS PBE 
SENTED IN LETTEBS OF SIB HENBY CLINTON 
TO LOBD GEOBGE GEBMAIN. 

[The following letters are preserved in the State Papers Office, Lon 

don.?" America and West Indies," Vol. CXXVL] 

" 
New York, October 11th 1780. 

"My Lord, 
" About eighteen months since I had some reason to con 

ceive that the American Major General Arnold was desirous 

of quitting the Rebel Service and joining the cause of Great 

Britain ; a secret Correspondence which I conceived to be 
from this Officer, which expressed a displeasure at the alli 
ance between America and France, engaged me to pursue 

every means of ascertaining the Identity of the person who 
was thus opening himself to me, and from whom I had on 

every occasion received, during the whole of our Corre 

spondence, most material Intelligence. I was not at first, 

however, sanguine in my ideas of General Arnold5s conse 

quence, as he was said to be then in a sort of disgrace, had 

been tried before a General Court Martial, and not likely 
to be employed, and whatever merit this Officer might have 

had, his Situation, such as I understood it then to be, made 

himself an object of attention. I apprehended, that with 

out Employ he might be of more use in Corresponding with 
me than by joining me. In the course of our communica 

tion, information was given me, that he should certainly 

(the person who was writing) be again employed in the 

American service, with an offer of surrendering himself 

under every possible advantage to His Majesty's Arms. The 

Correspondence was continued up to July 1780 when Major 
General Arnold obtained the Command of all the Rebel 

Forts in the Highlands garrisoned with near 4000 Men, and 

it seemed to me by the Correspondence in question that it 
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was certainly that Officer who made the Offers under the 

description I have given. 
" The getting possession of these Posts, with their Garri 

sons, Cannon, Stores, Vessels, Gun Boats &c &c. appeared 
to me an object of the highest importance which must be 

attended with the best consequences to His Majesty's ser 

vice, among others, that of opening the Navigation of the 

North River and the Communication in a certain degree 
with Albany, as appears by the inclosed Copy of a Letter 

from General Haldimand to me. The very particular situ 

ation of the Campaign at this period will mark of what 

great import such an event would prove. A French Fleet 

and a considerable land force had arrived at Rhode Island, 
Mr. Washington had very much augmented his Army and 

was drawing additional strength to it daily by every strained 

exertion upon the Country and the Militia of it?There was 

great reason from information to suppose that an attempt 
was intended upon New York, that Mr. Washington with 

his Army was to have moved upon Kingsbridge and Mor 

risania while a Corps threatened, perhaps attacked, Staten 

Island, at the same time that the French would have invaded 

Long Island and have moved upon New York by that 

Inroad. 
" To have pursued these Plans large Magazines of every 

nature must have been formed by the Rebels, and it is be 

yond doubt that the Principal Rebel Depot must have been 

made at West Point & its dependant Forts. 
" From this description which I have reason to believe 

just, will be seen of what great consequence would be the 

encouraging and closing in with a Plan of such infinite 

effect, if carried into Execution, towards the success of the 

Campaign, and that it was to be pursued at every risk and 

at any expence. 
" 

My Idea of putting into execution this concerted plan 
with General Arnold with most efficacy was to have deferred 

it till Mr. Washington, co-operating with the French, moved 

upon this place to invest it, and that the Rebel Magazines 
should have been collected and formed in their several De 
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pots, particularly that at West Point. General Arnold sur 

rendering himself, the Forts and Garrisons at this instant 
of time would have given every advantage which could have 

been desired : Mr. Washington must have instantly retired 

from Kingsbridge, and the French Troops upon Long Island 

would have been consequently left unsupported, and proba 

bly would have fallen into our hands. The consequent 

advantage of so great an event, I need not explain. 
" I had prepared for this serious purpose, and for the 

movements which would have attended upon it, every thing 
which my reflection could suggest as necessary upon the 

occasion, and there were Vessels properly manned and of a 

particular draught of Water ready to have improved the 

designed stroke to the utmost. 
" The important News from South Carolina of Lord 

Cornwallis having defeated Mr. Gates5s Army arrived here 

the latter end of August, and I watched the effect it might 
have upon Mr. Washington^ Army, but he did not in the 

least alter his positions, or send a Man to the Southward ; 
from whence I was led to imagine this place was still his 

Object, in which, indeed, I was confirmed by Intelligence 
from Geni. Arnold. 

" At this period Sir George Rodney arrived with a Fleet 
at New York, which made it highly probable that Mr. 

Washington would lay aside all thoughts against this place ; 
it became therefore proper for me no longer to defer the 

execution of a project, which, from the situation of the 

Rebel Army and its Chief (being absent from it) would be 
derived such considerable advantages, nor to lose so fair an 

opportunity as was presented, and under so good a Mask as 

an Expedition to the Chesapeak, which every body imagined 
would of course take place?Under this feint, therefore, I 

prepared for a movement up the North River?I laid my 

plan before Sir George Rodney and Lieut. Geni. Knyp 
hausen, when Sir George with that Zeal for His Majesty's 
service which marks his Character, most handsomely 

promised to give me every Naval assistance in his power. 
"It became at this Instant necessary that the Secret Cor 
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respond5ce under feigned names ?which had been so long 
carried on should be rendered into certainty both as to the 

person being Major Geni. Arnold Commanding at West 

Point, and, that in the manner in which he was to surrender 

himself, the Forts, and Troops to me, it should be so con 

ducted under a concerted plan between us as that the King's 

Troops sent upon this Expedition should be under no risk 

of surprise or Counter Plot?And I was determined not to 

make the attempt but under such perfect security. 
"I knew the ground on which the Forts were placed, and 

the contiguous Country tolerably well, having been there 

in 1777, and had received many hints respecting both from 

Geni. Arnold, but it was certainly necessary that a meeting 
should be held with that Officer for settling the whole of 

the plan: My reasons as I have described will, I take for 

granted, prove the propriety of such a measure on my part. 
General Arnold had, also, his reasons which must be so 

very obvious as to make it unnecessary for me to explain 
them. 

" 
Many projects for a Meeting were formed and in conse 

quence several appointments made, in all which General 

Arnold seemed extremely desirous that some person who 

had my particular confidence might be sent to him, Some 

Man, as he described in writing, of his own Mensuration. 
" I had thought of a person under this immediate de 

scription who would have chearfully undertaken it, but that 

his peculiar situation at the time from which I could not 

then release him, precluded him from engaging in it?Gen 

eral Arnold finally insisted, that the person sent to confer 

with him should be the Adjutant General Major Andre, who 

indeed had been the person on my part who managed and 

carried on the secret Correspondence?A Meeting was pro 

posed to be held at a particular place, and on neutral ground, 
on a fixed day and hour; the Parties accordingly were on 

their way to the rendezvous, but an unlucky accident pre 
vented the conference?A Gun Boat which had been up the 

River falling down to the usual station very near met that 

in which General Arnold was, who with difficulty escaped 
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being taken and was in some risk of his life. This neces 

sarily put off the matter for some days, the Correspondence 
was obliged to be renewed, and another appointment made 

to meet at the same spot as first proposed; the appointment 
took place tho5 not exactly as intended, as appears by the 

narrative wch. I have the honor to transmit herewith to 

Your Lordship, and it proved a most unfortunate one re 

specting the general Plan, and a most fatal one to the Adju 
tant General Major Andre, who was taken prisoner, tried 

by a Board of Rebel General Officers, condemned by their 

sentence to suffer Death, which sentence was confirmed and 

ordered to be put into Execution upon this unhappy Gentle 

man by the Rebel General Washington. 
" 

Major General Arnold received Intelligence of Major 
Andre's being taken just in time to allow him to make his 

Escape, which he did with great difficulty and danger, being 

pursued by land and by water. 
" Thus ended this proposed plan of a project, from which 

I had conceived such great hopes, and from whence I 

imagined would be derived such great consequences. 
" The particulars respecting the ill fated ending of this 

serious, I may say great affair, shall be detailed in a Narra 

tive?wherein all papers and letters connected with it will 

be inserted. 
" As this very commendable step of General Arnold5s is 

likely to produce great and good consequences, I have 

thought it right to appoint him Colonel of a Regiment, with 

the Rank of Brigadier General of Provincial Forces. I 

must beg leave to refer Your Lordship to him for other 

particulars & Information. 
" I have the honor &c. 

"H. Clinton. 
" 

Right Honorable 

"Lord George Germain.55 

Narrative. 

" After a Correspondence had been maintained for some 

time between the Commander in Chief and Major General 
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Arnold, a Meeting was to be held to concert a Plan ; and 

the Adjutant General the person fixed upon by General 

Arnold to meet him at Dobbs5s Ferry on Monday the 11th 

September under the feigned Name of John Anderson. 
" 

Major Andre, Adjutant Geni, went with a Flag of Truce 

according to Appointment, accompanied by Colonel Robin 

son ; but was unhappily prevented from the Interview with 

General Arnold by some of our Gun Boats in the North 

River firing upon the Boat, in which the General was 

coming, and from whom he narrowly escaped. 
" On Saturday the 16th Colonel Robinson by Order of 

the Commander in Chief went on board the Vulture Sloop 
of War, and proceeded up the North River to Tallers Point 

from whence he sent a Letter to General Putnam inclosed 

in one to General Arnold. 

" 
1780. September 17. Col. Robinson to Major General 

Arnold. 

[Printed in Sparks's 
" 
Washington," Vol. VII. p. 525.] 

" On Tuesday the 19th a Flag of Truce from General 

Arnold brought the answer. 

" 
1780. September 18. General Arnold to Col. Robinson. 

[Printed in Sparks's 
" 
Washington," Vol. VII. p. 526.] 

" This letter inclosed under Seal another to Col. Robinson, 
and one directed to Mr. John Anderson, both which are 

transmitted. 

" 
1780. Sept. 18. General Arnold to Col. Robinson. 

[Printed in Sparks's 
" 
Washington," Vol. VIL p. 526.] 

"1780. Sept. 15 & 18. Gustavus (i.e. Geni. Arnold) to 

Major Andre. 

[Printed in Sparks's "Washington," Vol. VII. pp. 527, 528.] 

" On Receipt of this Letter the Commander in Chief 

agreed to Major Andre5s going to Dobbs's Ferry with a Flag 
of Truce. For which purpose Major Andre wrote to Capt. 
Sutherland of the Vulture & Colonel Robinson to fall down 

the River to that place. 
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" Thus far the Transaction was carried on with the knowl 

edge of the Commander in Chief; who, before Major 
Andre's Departure gave him every caution that prudence 

suggested, not to change his Dress as proposed by General 

Arnold, but to wear his Uniform, and on no account to take 

papers. 
" 

On the 21st the Commander in Chief received the two 

following letters from Major Andre. 

" 
1780. September 21. John Andre to Sir H. Clinton. 

[Printed in Sargent's 
" 

Andr?," p. 277.] 
" 

1780. September 21. John Andre to Sir H. Clinton. 

[Printed in Sargent's 
" 

Andr?," p. 278.] 

" On the 21st a Flag of Truce from General Arnold ar 

rived at the Vulture. The Flag bearer was Mr. Joshua 

Smith, who produced two papers signed B. Arnold, one 

authorizing him to go with a Flag and two Servants for the 

purpose of forwarding two Letters to New York, and the 

other to bring up a Mr. John Anderson and a Boy. Mr. 

Smith delivered at the same time this Letter to Col. 

Robinson. 

"1780. September 21. B. Arnold to Col. Robinson. 

[Printed in Sargent's 
" 

Andr?," p. 284.] 

" Colonel Robinson not being named in the Flag did not 

attend Major Andre. 
" It being determined that Major Andre alone should go 

with Mr. Smith, and found that there were only two Men to 

row a very large Boat ; it was proposed that one of the 

Vulture5s Boats should go armed to tow them, but this was 

objected to strongly by Mr. Smith and Major Andre, as not 

consistent with the Character of a Flag of Truce. 
" 

Major Andre went on Shore without changing his Dress, 
and he declared to Colonel Robinson & Captain Sutherland, 
that he dared not do it, as he had received the Commander 

in Chief 5s positive Order to the Contrary. It was under 

stood from Mr. Smith that General Arnold would meet the 

Flag on her return to the landing at Haverstraw with a 
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spare Horse, & thence to repair to Mr. Smith's house at a 

few miles from the shore. 

"After parting from the Vulture Major Andre met Gen 

eral Arnold, as the sequel will show, who dispatched him 

back by land under his Pass, and in a Dress assumed by his 

order. The circumstances of Major Andre5s being taken 

are pointed out in the following letters from Lieut. Col. 

Jameson to General Arnold & Lieut. Allen. 

"1780. September 23. Lt. Col. Jameson to Major Geni. 

Arnold. 

[Printed in Sparks's 
" 
Washington," Vol. VII. p. 530.] 

" 
1780. September 23. Lt. Col. Jameson to Lt. Allen. 

[Printed in Sparks's 
" 
Washington," Vol. VIL p. 530.] 

" On Monday the 25th of September General Arnold ar 

rived on board the Vulture. And Col. Robinson, now 

become first acquainted with Major Andre5s being made a 

Prisoner, wrote to General Washington demanding him as 

Adjutant General to the British Forces in America, who 

had gone under the sanction of a Flag of Truce to General 

Arnold ; to which no answer was returned. 
" 

September 26th General Arnold and Colonel Robinson 

arrived at New York and reported the circumstances to the 

Commander in Chief. Sir Henry Clinton immediately 
wrote to Geni. Washington demanding the Restoration of 

his Adjutant General & inclosed General Arnold's letter to 

him upon the subject as follows. 

" 1780. September 26. N. York, Geni. Arnold to Sir H. 

Clinton. 

[Printed in Sparks's 
" 
Washington," Vol. VII. p. 534.] 

"1780. September 26. H. Clinton to General Wash 

ington. 
[Printed in Sargent's 

" 
Andr?," p. 343.] 

"On the 30th of September the Commander in Chief 
received the following letters from General Washington and 

Major Andre. 
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" 
1780. September 29. Major Andre to Sir H. Clinton. 

[Printed in Sparks's 
" 
Washington," Vol. VII. p. 537.] 

"1780. September 30. Geni. Washington to Sir H. 

Clinton. 

[Printed in Sparks's 
" 
Washington," Vol. VII. p. 538.] 

" It appearing from the above letter that the Board of 

General Officers had not been informed of the whole cir 

cumstances necessary to enable them to form a just opinion 
of Major Andre's conduct; Sir Henry Clinton thought 

proper to call a Council of General Officers, assisted by 
several of the Gentlemen of the Council to the Commission, 
to whose consideration he submitted General Washington's 

Letter. 
" After which he resolved that Lieutenant General Rob 

ertson with Mr. Elliot the Lieut. Gov. and Mr. Smith the 

Chief Justice of New York, should proceed to one of the 

Enemy's Posts, furnished with the necessary Evidence for 

ascertaining Major Andre's Innocence of being a Spy, and 

clearing doubts upon a question, in which humanity appeared 
to be so much concerned. The intention and Purport of 

this Deputation was immediately communicated to General 

Washington by the following Letter, which was dispatched 

by the Return of the Flag that brought his of the 30th. 

" 
1780. September 30. Sir Henry Clinton to Geni. 

Washington. 
[Printed in Sparks's 

" 
Washington," Vol. VII. p. 539.] 

"Accordingly Those Gentlemen attended by Colonel 

Robinson & the proofs mentioned were off Dobbs's Ferry, 
within four Miles of the Rebel Camp, the next day. But 

General Robertson only was permitted to land there, where 

he met General Green, who was sent thither for that pur 

pose. The Purport of their conversation is related in the 

following letter from General Robertson to the Commander 

in chief. 

" 
1780. October 1. General Robertson to Sir H. Clinton. 

[Printed in Sargent's 
" 

Andr?," p. 378.] 
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" The Gentlemen in anxious expectation of a favorable 

Answer from General Washington, continued off the Ferry 
until the next day, on the morning of which the following 
short Note only came from General Green. 

" 
1780. October 2. General Green to General Robertson. 

[Printed in Sparks's "Washington," Vol. VII. p. 541.] 

" 
Upon Receipt of this, General Robertson dispatched a 

full state of the Case immediately to General Washington ; 
& inclosed a Letter to him from Geni. Arnold, justifying 
the whole of Major Andre's Proceedings, as originating 

entirely from himself, whilst he commanded in the District 

where he landed. 

" 
1780. October 2. General Robertson to Geni. Wash 

ington. 
[Printed in Sparks's "Washington," Vol. VII. p. 541.] 

" 
1780. October 1. General Arnold to Geni. Washington. 

[Printed in Sparks's 
" 
Washington," Vol. VII. p. 541.] 

"After dispatching these to Mr. Washington, General 

Robertson left the Ferry about noon, and returned to N. 

York. 
" The Commander in Chief being uneasy at not receiving 

any answer from Geni. Washington to General Robertson's 

last Letter, prepared the following one, which was to be 

accompanied with Captain Sutherland's Narrative of what 

he knew of the transaction. 

" 
1780. October 4. H. Clinton to Geni. Washington. 

[Printed in Sargent's 
" 

Andr?," p. 385.] 

" 
1780. October 5. A. Sutherland to Sir Henry Clinton. 

[Printed in Sargent's 
" 

Andr?," p. 387.] 

" 
But the forwarding these Letters was stopt by the ar 

rival of Major Andre's servant and Baggage, with the News 

of his Master's having been executed in the Midst of the 

Rebel Army at Tappaan on the 2d October at Noon. In 
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consequence of which the Commander in Chief issued the 

following Orders to the Army. 
" 

1780. October 8. 

[Printed in Sargent's 
" 

Andr?," p. 404.] 

"On the evening of the 8th of October the following let 

ter was received from General Washington which was 

answered by the Commander in Chief the next day. 
" 

1780. October 6. General Washington to Sir Henry 
Clinton. 

[Printed in Sparks's 
" 
Washington," Vol. VII. p. 234.] 

" 
1780. October 9. Sir Henry Clinton to General Wash 

ington. 
[Printed in Sparks's 

" 
Washington," Vol. VII. p. 552.] 

, , T 
" 

New York, 12th October, 1780. 
"My Lord, 

" The unexpected and melancholly Turn which my Nego 
tiation with General Arnold took with respect to my Adju 
tant General, has filled my mind with the deepest concern. 

He was an active, intelligent, and useful Officer, and a young 
Gentleman of the most promising Hopes. Therefore, as he 

has unfortunately fallen a Sacrifice to his great Zeal for the 

King's Service, I judged it right to consent to his Wish, 
intimated in his Letter to me of the 29th September, of 

which I have the Honor to inclose your Lordship a Copy, 
that his Company which he purchased, may be sold for the 

Benefit of his Mother and Sisters. 
" But I trust, my Lord, that your Lordship will think 

Major Andre's Misfortune still calls for some further support 
to his Family. And I beg leave to make it my humble 

Request, that you will have the Goodness to recommend 

them in the strongest Manner to the King for some bene 

ficial and distinguishing Mark of his Maj'ty's Favor. I 

have the honor &c. 
"H. Clinton. 

" 
Right Honorable 

"Lord George Germain." 
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"New York, October 12th 1780. 
"My Lord, 

" In my separate Letter of yesterday5s date I had the 

honor of informing your Lordship, that the American 

Major General Arnold had quitted the Rebel service and 

joined the King5s standard; and I at the same time gave 

your Lordship ? Circumstantial detail of the reasons that 

induced him to take this step, as well as of the unfortunate 

failure of a Plan which I had the most sanguine hopes, if 

carried into execution, would have been productive of the 

greatest good consequences to His Majesty5s Service, but 

which terminated most fatally for Major Andre, my Adju 
tant General, who being taken Prisoner, was tried by a 

Board of Rebel General Officers, and condemned by their 

Sentence to suffer Death, which Sentence was ordered by 
the Rebel General Washington to be carried into Execution 

upon this unhappy Gentleman on the 2d Instant. I sin 

cerely lament the melancholy fate of this Officer, who was a 

very valuable assistant to me, and promised to be an honor 
to his Country, as well as an ornament to his profession. 

" I had the honor to transmit to Your Lordship in my 

Dispatch, marked 104, a Copy of the Instructions I pro 

posed giving to Major General Leslie, whom I had appointed 
to Command the Expedition to Chesapeak, in order that 

your Lordship might be informed as to the principal objects 
of it. 

" This Expedition will certainly sail the first favorable 

Wind, the Troops having been embarked for some days, 
and every necessary arrangement made for that purpose. 

"Your Lordship will receive herewith a State of the 

Troops under my Command of the 1st Instant, together 
with a Distribution of the same as they stood on the 6th of 

that Month. 
" I have the honor &c. 

" 
H. Clinton. 

" 
Right Honorable 

"Lord George Germain." 
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" Secret. 
" New York, October 30th 1780. 

" My Lord, 
" 

My separate Letter of the 11th Instant will have in 

formed your Lordship of my Treaty with Maj. General 

Arnold. We have not, I confess, derived from it the very 

great advantages I expected. The Plan unfortunately mis 

carried, and I have paid to that officer the sum of ?6,315 
S ter., as a Compensation for the losses he informs me he 

has sustained by coming over to us, which may in conse 

quence appear large, but your Lordship having intimated to 

me, in your secret letter of the 27th September 1779, that 

the gaining over some of the most respectable Members of 

the Congress, or Officers of Influence and Reputation among 
their troops, would, next to the destruction of Washington^ 

army, be the speediest means of subduing the rebellion and 

restoring the Tranquility of America, I was encouraged to 

make the attempt, and I make no doubt, that this Expense, 
as Your Lordship has been pleased to observe, will be 

cheerfully submitted to. 
" I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, 

" Your Lordship5s most obedient and 
" most humble Servant 

" 
H. Clinton." 
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